I. Description of Funding Opportunity

The purpose of the Northern Rocky Mountain Science Center (NoRock) funding opportunity is to conduct research on the sublethal effects of wildfire and logging on amphibians.  Because the frequency and duration of large wildfires in forests of the western U.S. have increased and because fire severity is expected to intensify in the future due to climate conditions, new management policies have been generated due to these concerns.  Research on amphibians in Western forests has occurred primarily in wilderness areas and other protected lands.  However, the effects of wildfire on amphibians is likely magnified in managed landscapes where populations may already be depressed due to habitat changes from logging.  In our research, we propose to use measures of vigor, including body size, condition and egg size, physiological stress and the prevalence of Batrachochytrium dendrobatidis (Bd)—the pathogen that causes the disease chytridiomycosis—to quantify sublethal effects of wildfire and loggingon the long-toed salamander (Ambystoma macrodactylum) and the Rocky Mountain tailed frog (Ascaphus montanus), the two species in the region most likely to be negatively affected by these disturbance.
Most disturbance-related amphibian declines are related to a suite of correlated sublethal effects, including reduce growth and body size, body condition, and increased physiological stress that may compromise immunity.  All of these effects are linked to survival, reproduction, dispersal, and gene flow, factors that are most critical to population persistence.  Sublethal effects have recently been adopted as measures of the effects of disturbance on amphibian populations.  By assessing the response to disturbance of several measures of sublethal effects as measures of disturbance, we hope to develop highly responsive and broadly applicable indices of future population risk in amphibians.
NoRock conducts research in support of natural resources management in the mountains and plains of Montana, Wyoming, Colorado, and Idaho.  The Center produces and disseminates scientific information needed for decision-making in collaboration with Federal and State land management agencies, Native American tribes, academic institutions and organizations.

Since 2001, NoRock has funded projects that advance the Center in producing strong and unbiased scientific information necessary for decision making.  The Center will continue to support such projects.

A.  Fiscal Year 2008 Funding

A total of $15,984 is available for the FY 2008/2009 program.  The project will be funded for one base year and up to four out-years from the point of award, depending on research results and the availability of funding.  Award notification will be made on or about July 18, 2008.  Project work must commence by August 1, 2008.  Start dates after September 1, 2008, are not authorized under this announcement.
II. Award Information

Under the 2008 program, a total of not to exceed $15,984 is available for funding.  Should more funding become available before the end of the fiscal year, additional funding may be added to the base year of this agreement. One award is anticipated.

	Funding Category
	Award Amount
	In-Kind Match
	Number of Awards

	Amphibian Monitoring
	$15,984
	0%
	1


This assistance is provided through a cooperative agreement, which is neither a contract nor a grant. As a cooperative agreement, there will be substantial involvement on the part of the NoRock with the project organization to promote the objectives of the program, monitor progress, and agree on milestones and accomplishments for work performed as part of this agreement.  NoRock will manage all queries, technical resources, and assistance requests.

III. Applicant Eligibility

Other eligibility criteria: This financial assistance opportunity is being issued under a Cooperative Ecosystem Studies Unit (CESU) Program. CESU’s are partnerships that provide research, technical assistance, and education.  Eligible recipients must be a participating partner of the Rocky Mountain Cooperative Ecosystem Studies Unit (CESU) Program.

IV. Application and Submission Information

All applicants are required to electronically submit proposals through the www.grants.gov website under announcement 08HQPA0039  for the FY 2008 funding cycle.  

All proposals must be received by no later than July 7, 2008.

V. Application Review

Review and Selection Process:  Applications are considered based on the completeness of documentation, meeting of stated basic eligibility, and in-kind match and other category requirements. Specific evaluation factors are identified in the proposal narrative. Budget information is evaluated for reasonableness and appropriateness to the NoRock program as well as to applicant project goals. 

Proposals are reviewed by the NoRock Center Director, Administrative Officer and Project Scientist.  Individual proposals are evaluated and scored.  The evaluations and scores will be submitted to the contracting officer for final award.
Purpose, Objectives, and Relevance: (25 points)

(a)
The proposal adequately describes why the project is needed particularly with respect to the establishment of a national/international network for vertebrates for the collections community.   

(b)
The objectives are well defined, measurable, and realistic for the project’s anticipated timeframe.

(c)
The benefits of the project support the mission of the recipient university, address community collections needs, and can be tied to objectives of the CESU program by developing a program of research, technical assistance and education that involves the biological, physical, social and cultural sciences needed to address resource issues and interdisciplinary problem-solving at multiple scales and in an ecosystem context at the local, regional, and national level.  
Technical Approach: (25 points)

(a)
The project design contains enough detail to show the development of the project and the relationship between partners, tasks, milestones, and goals. The milestones are clear and supported by a schedule that can be accomplished during the period of performance.

(b)
The applicant can address sensitive species issues in a reasonable manner and adhere to any requirements with respect to those species.

Budget Justification and Clarity: (25 points)

(a)
The staff is sufficient to accomplish proposed goals.

(b)
The budget line items are appropriate and reasonable and commensurate with the level of effort needed to accomplish project objectives.

Qualifications, Experience, Past Performance: (25 points)

(a)
The applicants demonstrated that they are capable of doing the proposed project.

(b)
The applicant demonstrates the capability of working across national and international projects.

(c)
The applicant is seen as a leader, through organization of workshops, committee chairs, etc, in the collections community.  

(d)
The applicants past and current assistance awards demonstrate they have completed project goals.
VI. Award Administration Information

Content and Form of Application: 

1. University Name

2. Principal Investigator (Faculty member who will oversee the cooperative agreement) including address, phone number, fax number, and email address

3. Technical contact (Staff member(s) who will administer the cooperative agreement) including address, phone number, fax number, and email address

4. List laboratories, field equipment, and facilities available for project work. 

5. Experience of staff to conduct the stated work objectives of the project. 

Proposal Text - The text should be no longer than 15 pages, with 1-inch margins and a font size no smaller than 12.  Please include the following:

b. Proposal text should include the following

a.
Introduction and Statement of Problem.  Give a brief introduction to the research problem.  Provide a brief summary of findings or outcomes of any prior work that has been completed or is ongoing in this area

b.
Objectives.  Clearly define goals of project.  State how the proposal addresses USGS goals and its relevance and impact.  Explain why the work is important. 
c.
Methods.  This section should include a fairly detailed discussion of the work plan and technical approach to both field and laboratory techniques.  

d.
Planned Products and Dissemination of Research Results List product(s) (reports, analyses, digital data, etc.) that will be delivered at the end of the performance period.  The USGS considers dissemination of research data and results to potential users of those results to be an integral and crucial aspect of projects funded by this program.  Beyond the requirements for a final report, describe your plan for dissemination of project data and results that will result in the greatest possible benefit to customers as defined by your proposal.  Applicants are strongly encouraged to disseminate research results to the scientific community and appropriate professional organizations; local, State, regional and Federal agencies; and the general public.  The USGS encourages the Recipient to publish project reports in scientific and technical journals.

e.
References Cited.  List all references to which you refer in text and references from your past work in the field that the research problem addresses.  Be sure to identify references as journal articles, chapters in books, abstracts, maps, digital data, etc.

Budget Sheets - This information will provide more details than what is required under the SF 424A form.  Please include the following:

a.
Salaries and Wages.  List names, positions, and rate of compensation. include their total time, rate of compensation, job titles, and roles.

b.
Fringe benefits/labor overhead.  Indicate the rates/amounts in conformance with normal accounting procedures.  Explain what costs are covered in this category and the basis of the rate computations.  

c.
Field Expenses.  Briefly itemize the estimated travel costs (i.e., number of people, number of travel days, lodging and transportation costs, and other travel costs).

d.
Lab Analyses.  Include geochemical analyses, radiocarbon age dating, etc.  Briefly itemize cost of all analytical work (if applicable)

e.
Supplies.  Enter the cost for all tangible property. Include the cost of office, laboratory, computing, and field supplies separately. Provide detail on any specific item, which represents a significant portion of the proposed amount.

f.
Equipment. Show the cost of all special-purpose equipment necessary for achieving the objectives of the project. "Special-purpose equipment" means scientific equipment having a useful life of more than 1 year and having an acquisition cost of $5,000 or more per item.  Each item should be itemized and include a full justification and a dealer or manufacturer quote, if available. General-purpose equipment must be purchased from the applicant's operating funds. Title to non-expendable personal property shall be vested solely with the Recipient. Under no circumstances shall property title be vested in a sub-tier recipient.

g.
Services or consultants. Identify the tasks or problems for which such services would be used.  List the contemplated sub-recipients by name (including consultants), the estimated amount of time required, and the quoted rate per day or hour.  

h.
Travel.  State the purpose of the trip and itemize the estimated travel costs to show the number of trips required, the destinations, the number of people traveling, the per diem rates, the cost of transportation, and any miscellaneous expenses for each trip. Calculations of other special transportation costs (such as charges for use of applicant-owned vehicles or vehicle rental costs) should also be shown.

i.
Publication costs.  Show the estimated cost of publishing the results of the research, including the final report.  Include costs of drafting or graphics, reproduction, page or illustration charges, and a minimum number of reprints.  

j.
Other direct costs.  Itemize the different types of costs not included elsewhere; such as, shipping, computing, equipment-use charges, or other services.

k.
Total Direct Charges.  Totals for items a - j.

l.
Indirect Charges (Overhead).  Indirect cost/general and administrative (G&A) cost.  Show the proposed rate, cost base, and proposed amount for indirect costs based on the cost principles applicable to the Applicant's organization.  If the Applicant has separate rates for recovery of labor overhead and G&A costs, each charge should be shown.

m.
Amount proposed. Total items k and l.

Award Administration Information 

Award recipients are responsible for managing the day-to-day operations of the grant/cooperative agreements and sub-award supported activities to assure compliance with applicable Federal requirements, and that performance goals are being achieved.  Recipient monitoring must cover each program, function or activity.

The following reports will be required from all award recipients:

	Report
	Due Dates

	Performance Report
	On or before 90 working days after the expiration of the agreement

	Quarterly SF-272 Federal Cash Transactions Report
	On or before 15 working days after the end of each three-month performance period

	SF-269 Financial Status Report
	On or before 90 working days after the expiration of the agreement


Performance Report:  Recipients of awards under this program are responsible for managing and monitoring the project, program, sub-award, function or activity supported by the award.  Performance reports shall generally contain brief information on each of the following:

(1) A comparison of actual accomplishments with the goals and objectives established for the period.  

(2) Reasons why established goals were not met, if appropriate.

(3) Other pertinent information including, when appropriate, analysis and explanation of unexpectedly high cost items.

Federal Cash Transactions Report:  The award recipient shall submit the SF-272 Federal Cash Transactions Report in order for the USGS Contracting Officer and Project Officer to monitor cash advanced to the award recipient, and to obtain disbursement information about the grant/cooperative agreement.  Copies of the SF-269 form can be obtained from the following web site:  

http://www.whitehouse.gov/omb/grants/grants_forms.html. 

Method of Payment:

The U.S. Geological Survey (USGS) is using the Department of Health and Human Services (DHHS) Payment Management System (PMS), Division of Payment Management of the Financial Management Service, Program Support Center, to provide electronic invoicing and payment for assistance award recipients.  The Recipient must either have an established account or will establish an account with PMS at the time of award of the agreement.  With the award of each grant/cooperative agreement, a sub-account will be set up from which the Recipient can draw down funds.  The DHHS will forward instructions for obtaining payments to the recipients.  Inquiries regarding this payment system should be directed to:  






Division of Payment Management 






Department of Health and Human Services






P.O. Box 6021






Rockville, MD 20852


The Division of Payment Management web address is www.dpm.psc.gov.  

Financial Report (SF-269):  Each award recipient shall use the SF-269 or SF-269A to report the status of funds at the end of the project (projects shall not exceed one year). Copies of the SF-269 form can be obtained from the following web site:  

http://www.whitehouse.gov/omb/grants/grants_forms.html. 

Financial information shall be reported on an accrual basis.  However, if the recipient’s accounting records are not normally kept on an accrual basis, the recipient shall not be required to convert its accounting system, but shall develop such accrual information through best estimates, based on an analysis of the documentation on hand.

A. Technical questions concerning the application process at Grants.gov:

   Grants.gov Help Desk at:

   Phone:  1-800-518-GRANTS

    E-mail: support@grants.gov
Program Announcement
Applicants are strongly urged to submit questions via e-mail to:

Ms. Faith Peters, Contract Specialist

U.S. Geological Survey

Acquisitions and Grants Branch

12201 Sunrise Valley Drive, MS 205

Reston, VA  20192

Phone:  (703) 648-7356

              E-mail: fpeters@usgs.gov\
NoRock  Program
For technical questions concerning the content, goals, and objectives of the NoRock project, please contact:

Dr. P Stephen Corn, Research Zoologist
U.S. Geological Survey

Northern Rocky Mountain Science Center

790 E. Beckwith Avenue
Missoula, MT 59807
Phone:  (406) 542-4191
E-mail:  scorn@usgs.gov
Or

Judy O’Dwyer, Administrative Officer

U.S. Geological Survey

Northern Rocky Mountain Science Center

229 AJM Johnson Hall

Bozeman, MT 59717

Phone:  (406) 994-7544

E-mail:  jodwyer@usgs.gov
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